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The month of June 1s dedicated to The Sacred Heart of Jesus. This month
falls within the liturgical season of Ordinary Time, which is represented by
the liturgical color green. This symbol of hope 1s the color of the sprouting seed
and arouses in the faithful the hope of reaping the eternal harvest of heaven.
especially the hope of a glorious resurrection.

It 1s used 1in the offices and Masses of Ordinary Time. The last portion of the
liturgical year represents the time of our pilgrimage to heaven during which we
hope for reward.

The Holy Father's Intentions for the Month of June 2018

Universal — Social Networks:

That social networks may work towards that inclusiveness which respects others
for their differences.

Focus of the Liturgy The readings for the Sundays in June 2018, are taken
from St. Mark and St. Luke and are from Year B, Cycle 2.B, Cycle 2.

As we begin to feel the Cool of winter we can reflect that we celebrate the feasts
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus (June 8) and the Immaculate Heart of

Mary (June 9). God 1s Love and the Sacred Heart of Jesus — present on earth
in the Blessed Sacrament — is the human manifestation of God's Love for man.

This Gospel recounts the events of the
Last Supper when Jesus changed bread
and wine into His Body and Blood.

June 3rd - Corpus
Christi

In this Gospel Jesus says, "For whoever

J 10th - 10th Sun-
Hne AN does the will of God is my brother and

day of Ordinary Time _
sister and mother."

June 17th - 11th Sun- Jesus tells the parable of the mustard
day of Ordinary Time seed.

"He will be filled with the Holy Spirit
June 24th -Birth of St. even from his mother's womb, and he

John the Baptist will turn many of the children of Israel to
the Lord their God."

Appropriately June 1s considered the month for weddings where Page 2



human hearts join and cooperate with the Creator
in bringing forth new life. The family they create
15 a human reflection of the Blessed Trinity.

2 Other principle feasts of this month are St.
M Justin (June 1), Sts. Marcellinus and
Peter (June 2).St. Norbert (June 6), St.
Boniface (June 5). St. Ephrem (June 9). St.
Barnabas (June 11), St. Anthony of
Padua (June 13), St. Romuald (June 19). St.
Aloysius Gonzaga (June 21). Sts. John
Fisher and Thomas More (June 22), the Birth
of St. John the Baptist(June 24), St. Josemaria
Escriva (June 26), St. Cyril of
| Alexandria (June 27), St. Irenaeus (June

28). Solemnity of Sts. Peter and Paul (June 29)
and the First Martyrs of the Church (June 30).The Solemnity of the Birth
of John the Baptist on June 24 supersedes the Sunday liturgy.

A Time of Love

Following Pentecost, the Church begins her slow descent from the great
peaks of the Easter Season to the verdant pastures of Ordinary Time. the
longest of the liturgical seasons. The green of the liturgical season points to
the new life won for us by the Redemption of Jesus Christ, the new life of
Charity. For Our Lord came to cast the fire of His love on the earth, and
to that end, sent His Holy Spirit at Pentecost in the form of tongues of
fire. Ordinary Time 1s the hour to ““go out to all the world and tell the good
news.” The feasts of June highlight this expansion of the Church. At least ten
times, the Church vests in the red of the martyrs whose blood 1s the very seed
of her growth. She also celebrates the feasts of the apostles Peter and Paul,
and the birth of St. John the Baptist, proto-disciple and prophet. We too are
called to be witnesses like the apostles and martyrs. May the Heart of Jesus
inflame our hearts so that we may be worthy of our Baptlsmal call to
holiness. Immaculate Heart of Mary, pray for us. RN

The Sacred Heart and Our Spiritual Life Devotion to i
the Sacred Heart is a wonderful historical expression of &8
the Church's piety for Christ, her Spouse and Lord: it calls &%
for a fundamental attitude of conversion and reparation, of
love and gratitude, apostolic commitment and dedication
to Christ and his saving work. Devotions to the Sacred
Heart of Jesus are numerous. Some have been explicitly
approved and frequently recommended by the Apostolic

See.




Scriptural Basis for the Devotion

Jesus, who 1s one with the Father (cf. John 10, 30),
invites his disciples to live in close communion with
him, to model their lives on him and on his teaching.
He. 1n turn, reveals himself as ""'meek and humble of
heart" (Mt 11, 29). It can be said that. in a certain
sense. devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus 1s a cultic
form of the prophetic and evangelic gaze of all
Christians on him who was pierced (cf. John 19, 37:
Zac 12. 10). the gaze of all Christians on the side of
Christ. transfixed by a lance. and from which flowed
blood and water (cf. John 19, 34). symbols of the
"wondrous sacrament of the Church" (5t. Augustine).
The Gospel of St. John recounts the showing of the
Lord's hands and his side to the disciples (cf. John
20.20), and of his invitation to Thomas to put his hand
into his side (cf. John 20, 27). This event has also had
a notable influence on the origin and development of
the Church's devotion to the Sacred Heart.

These and other texts present Christ as the paschal Lamb. victorious and slain
(cf. Apoc 5.6). They were objects of much reflection by the Fathers who
unveiled their doctrinal richness. They invited the faithful to penetrate the
mysteries of Christ by contemplating the wound opened in his side. Augustine
writes: "Access 1s possible: Christ is the door. It was opened for you when his
side was opened by the lance. Remember what flowed out from his side: thus.
choose where you want to enter Christ. From the side of Christ as he hung
dying upon the Cross there flowed out blood and water, when it was pierced by
a lance. Your purification is in that water, vour redemption is in that blood".
Excerpted from the Directory on Popular Pietv and the Liturey

6 The Practice of the First Fridays

The pious practice of the first Fridays of the month which derives from
the "great promises" made by Jesus to St. Margaret Mary. At a time when
sacramental communion was very rare among the faithful, the first Friday
devotion contributed significantly to a renewed use of the Sacraments of
Penance and of the Holy Eucharist. In our own times, the devotion to the first
Fridays. even if practised correctly, may not always lead to the desired spiritual
fruits. Hence. the faithful require constant instruction so that any reduction of
the practice to mere credulity i1s avoided and an active faith encouraged so that
the faithful may undertake their commitment to the Gospel correctly in their
lives. They should also be reminded of the absolute pre-eminence of Sunday.
the "primordial feast" (Sacrosanctum Concilium), which should be page 4






