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Let us focus on our father and founder for one vear: on his
thinking and message, on his interesting and varied biog-
raphy, and on the answers he has given to the challenges of
the Church and the world and still wants to give through
us today.
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The month of September 1s dedicated to Qur
Lady of Sorrows. whose memorial the Church
celebrates on September 15. September falls
during the liturgical season known as Ordinary
Time. which is represented by the liturgical colour
green.

“And a sword will pierce through your own

soul also” (Luke 2:35).

V Jon Bloom

w\.‘ﬁ Staff writer. desiringGod.org .
+ -
.

Simeon had a painful message for Mary. But she
discovered that for those who trust God, he uses soul-
piercing events to unleash more grace, salvation, and joy
into the world than we could have ever imagined.

It was mid-morning when Joseph and Mary and their infant son entered
Jerusalem’s Fountain Gate at the city’s southern tip. They passed the pool of
Siloam where the disabled and diseased hoped for a healing stir of the water.
They walked northwest up the street that led to the Temple Mount. It bustled
with the rattle and hum of morning chores and commerce.

It had been forty days since Mary had birthed her boy. Under the Jewish law.
this had made her unclean and required a purification sacrifice on the fortieth
day. She and Joseph had made the nearly ten-mile trek from Bethlehem the
previous day, camping with a few others a half-mile or so outside the holy
city.

Outside the temple complex Joseph bartered with merchants for two
turtledoves. The inflated prices angered him. Profiting from purification! He
also felt shame that he couldn’t afford a lamb. Doves were a poor man’s
sacrifice. He was barely eking out a living in Bethlehem., taking whatever odd
job he could find.

Mary watched Joseph return with the cloth bag, its erratic movements
divulging an inner turmoil. Sorrow flashed through her. She always recoiled
at the sacrifices: the struggle. the fear, the violence. the blood — innocent life
killed because of another’s guilt. These two frightened creatures would soon
die to make her clean. She held Jesus tighter.



They entered the complex and made their way across the noisy Court of the
Gentiles toward the Eastern Gate of the inner wall. Hundreds were praying.
men with covered and women with uncovered heads.

Suddenly, in front of them. an old man appeared. “Let me see the child!” He
sounded almost distressed. Joseph stepped up and shielded his wife. The man
looked up at Joseph first
confused and then smiled.
Taking Joseph’s prohibiting
hand in both of his, he patted it
and said. “I’"m sorry. my son.
You must forgive old Simeon.
Please don’t be afraid. Your
child is in no danger from me.
I’ve just been waiting for him
so long.

Mary knew immediately that
he knew. The old man looked =
to her and gently asked. “May I see your son?” Ma1y smiled and nodded.
Joseph stepped back. The man moved near and looked in awe at the child.
Barely audible he muttered. “The salvation of Israel. The glory of Israel.”

Without taking his eyes off Jesus, he asked. “May I hold him?” Mary felt no
fear as she placed Jesus into Simeon’s arms. He gently rocked him and
mouthed silent praise with tears streaming. Mary glanced at Joseph who was
wordless too.

Then the old man broke into a half sobbing prayer, “Lord. now you are letting
your servant depart in peace. according to your word: for my eyes have seen
your salvation that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for
revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel (Luke 2:29-32).
Mary again felt the shivering wonder that her baby, this one she nursed and
changed and bathed and cradled. was “Christ the Lord™ (Luke 2:11).

Simeon. still gazing adoringly at the child. said. “Years ago the Lord promised
me that death would not come until I had seen his Christ. Today. I opened my
eyes while praying and there you were — an infant! I had never thought you
would be an infant!” Looking to Joseph with laughing eyes. he said, “One
never thinks of the Christ as an infant!”

With a kiss of blessing Simeon softly placed Jesus back in his mother’s arms.
He dried his eyes with a sleeve and turned to Joseph, laying a hand on his
shoulder. and said. “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of
many in Israel, and for a sign that 1s opposed. so that thoughts from many



hearts may be revealed” (Luke 2:34-35).

Then turning back to Mary, he gently cupped her head with his hands and said
tearfully. “And a sword will pierce through your own soul also™ (Luke 2:35).
He kissed her forehead and with one last look at the child, he moved away
slowly through the crowd.

“A sword will pierce through your own soul.” The most wonderful, gracious
event in human history was God sending his Son into the world — to the cross
— to “save his people from their sins™ (Matthew 1:21). and this gracious event
caused indescribable grief for Mary. This 1s important to note.

As God works out his salvation of sinners, he leads us along unexpected paths
that result in unexpected and sometimes agonizing pain. When it does, we can
remember Mary. The darkest moment of her life, the sword that stabbed
deepest into her soul, was the moment that God used most to bring salvation
and joy to the world — and to /er!

That’s how he works with us too. When the sword pierces, all it feels like 1s
terrible pain. But later we discover that our deepest wounding often becomes
the channel through which the most profound grace flows.

Focus of the Liturgy
The Gospels for the Sundays in September 2017 are taken from St. Matthew
and are from Year A, Cycle 1.

. , "Whoever wishes to come after me
September 3rd - 22nd Sunday in Ordi-

_ must deny himself, take up his
nary Time

cross. and follow me."

"Whatever you bind on earth shall
September 10th - 23rd Sunday in Ordi- | be bound in heaven, and whatever
nary Time you loose on earth shall be loosed

in heaven."

September 17th - 24th Sunday in Ordi- | The parable of the wicked servant

nary Time 1s the subject of this Gospel.

This Gospel relates the parable of
September 24th - 25th Sunday in Ordi- | the workers who came late to the

nary Time vineyard but received the same

pay.




In 2018, we celebrate the 50th anniversary of the
death of our father and founder. Father Josef
Kentenich. After consulting the representatives
of the movement worldwide. we invite you to a
Father-Kentenich-Year starting on September
15, 2017 and ending on the 50th anniversary of
his passing away on the 15™ of September 2018.

Let us focus on our father and founder for one year: on his thinking and
message. on his interesting and varied biography. and on the answers he has
given to the challenges of the Church and the world and still wants to give
through us today. This year gives us the opportunity to deepen our
relationship with Father Kentenich, so that his charism can be reawakened in
us. Let us invite many people to meet Father Joseph Kentenich for the first
time or to rediscover him as a prophet of our time!

Pope Saint John Paul II. drew our attention to our responsibility: “You are
called to participate in the grace that your Founder has received. and to offer
it to the whole Church. For the charism of the founders proves to be an
experience worked by the Spirit and handed over to their disciples to live
accordingly. to guard. to deepen and to develop it constantly. and to do so in
community, and for the good of the Church. ” (September 20, 1985)

50 years after Father Kentenich returned to the Father’s house. we are called
as "post-founder” generation to keep his “founding spirit” alive and up-to-
date, to place ourselves anew on the foundation he laid, and from there to
answer to the present challenges. to be “co-founders™ with him. Father
Kentenich’s fruitfulness should become visible in us and in our service to the
Church and world. in a “Schoenstatt on the move”.

We invite all members and friends of our movement
worldwide to celebrate this Father Kentenich Year at the
shrines in their countries and individually. We encourage
you to come together on September 15. 2017, and to open
the Father Kentenich Year in a spirit of solidarity with our
worldwide movement and with our father and founder. in a
way that is appropriate for you.

On Saturday. September 15. 2018. in the various shrines and
cathedrals in our countries. we as Schoenstatt Family want to
say to Father Kentenich: Yes. here we are, we go with you! And we want to
promise the Church to collaborate in her mission in the spirit of our father and
founder.

In the name of the General Presidium. I greet you all. wherever you live. very
warmly from the Original Shrine. United in the Covenant of Love,

Yours

Father Juan Pablo Catoggio




A Reflection on our father’s life

The life of our founder was characterized by unusual
fullness and depth. Therefore. we can only begin to grope
towards an appreciation of his person. In doing so we
proceed from his constant loyalty to the entire supernatural
order of being as he expressed it in his fundamental
principle of life and education: With Mary — through
Christ — in the Holy Spirit — to the Father.

The last journey of our founder led from the mother shrine
in the valley in Schoenstatt to the place of his burial in the
Adoration Church on Mount Schoenstatt — from the
inconspicuous little chapel of Our Lady to the towering ~
Church of the Blessed Trinity. This may be regarded as a symbol of the mission
and activity of Fr. Kentenich. His first desire was always to lead those entrusted
to his care to Our Lady, for then he was sure they would come to the Triune
God...

His life has become a speaking witness to the reality of the supernatural world,
and hence a valuable gift to modern humanity. People today suffer — often
without knowing it — because God 1s the distant One. the stranger the inhabitant
of another world. The so-called “God-1s-dead theology™ even goes so far as to
declare that any attempt to come into contact with God 1s from the first
illusionary. Therefore, it is all the more important, in fact necessary, that in this
anxiety about God there should be people in whom the supernatural world 1s
made present among us. in whom it almost becomes visible and tangible. near
and familiar to us. This 1s exactly what the Schoenstatt Family was privileged to
experience in Fr. Kentenich. He became for us a clearly recognizable and. at the
same time. most effective sign of God’s presence in our time. the place where
we could always encounter the supernatural world.

The life of our founder reflects in an eminent way, the glory of Mary.

He mediated to us the sheltering and serving love of Mary.
In him we encountered the power of Mary’s education.

He shared in Mary’s motherly concern for the Church.

Our founder illustrates for us the life and destiny of Jesus.
“Through Mary to Jesus”. By this he did not only mean a
personal encounter and vital attachment to Christ, but also the
imitation of Christ, our being formed into Christ. Mary, who
shared most intimately the life of Christ and most perfectly
imitate him. 1s not satisfied until she has formed the members
of Christ entrusted to her care as completely as possible after




his likeness and example. “With and i Christ
they should constantly centre on the Father™.
The life of our founder points to the activity
of the Holy Spirit.

Fr. Kentenich declared that his work the
foundation and shaping of the Schoenstatt
Family, could not have succeeded without the
gifts of the Holy Spirit, particularly the gifts of
knowledge, understanding and wisdom. They
gave him an outstanding instinct for the divine.
a childlike fineness of hearing and obedience to
the wishes of the eternal Father. He attributed
this to his covenant of love with Our Lady, who had drawn him so deeply into
her life.

Under the guidance of Our Lady. our founder increasingly became an
“mstrument of the Holy Spirit .

Our founder was the image of the eternal Father.

Our Lady not only led our founder through Christ. in the Holy Spirit to the
Father, he became a most fatherly person through her education. Through his
long life and world-wide family she blessed him with an unusually fruitful
fatherhood. ..In this way the person of Fr. Kentenich became a credible pointer
to God the Father for many. Through him their false idea of God was corrected
and he helped them to a vital connection with God.

One of the greatest desires of our founder was to bring home to his followers
the kindness and merciful love of the eternal Father. to counteract the common
idea that God the Father is a dictator... He let his followers experience that the
Father does not reject his guilty child. On the
| contrary, the child’s acknowledgement of his
“powerlessness”, his guilt and suffering, makes him
“all-powerful” over the heart of the Father — for he
then has a title to the Father’s mercy and
forgiveness. In this way “crippled children™ became
1 “beloved children’ and through this also “wonder
children” 1n our founder’s school of education.
" He was gripped by one great passion: to discover
and carry out God’s wishes at all times and without
regard for the cost. This endeavour was “the soul of
his soul”, the compass of his life.
Our founder also loved the Church and wished that
his tombstone would bear the inscription: “Dilexit
Ecclesiam™ — he loved the Church.
{ When he returned from 14 years of exile, asked of







