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“The Great O's"

On the evening of December 17 the final phase of preparation for Christmas begins with
the first of the great "O Antiphons" of Advent.

These prayers are seven jewels of liturgical song. one for each day until Christmas Eve.
They seem to sum up all our Advent longing for the Savior.

December 17

O Wisdom, that proceedest from the mouth of the Most High. Reaching from end to
end mightily. and sweetly disposing all things: come and teach us the way of prudence.
December 18

O Lord and Ruler of the house of Israel, Who didst appear unto Moses in

the burning bush. and gavest him the law on Sinai: come and redeem us by Thy
outstretched arm.

December 19

O Root of Jesse, Who standest as the Ensign of the people. before Whom kings

shall not open their lips: to Whom the Gentiles shall pray: come and deliver us. tarry now
10 more

December 20
O Key of David, and Sceptre of the house of Israel: Who openest. and no man

shutteth, Who shuttest. and no man openeth: come and lead the captive from the prison
house, and him that sitteth in darkness and the shadow of death.

December 21

O Dawn of the East, Splendor of the eternal Light. and Sun of justice: Come and
enlighten them that sit in darkness. and the shadow of death.

December 22

O King of the gentiles, yea, and the desire thereof. the Cornerstone that makest
both one: come and save man, whom Thou hast made out of the slime of the earth.
December 23

O Emmanuel, our King and Lawgiver, the expectation of all nations and their
Salvation: come and save us, O Lord our God.

Acknowledgement: Martin, Michaelann. Catholic Traditions for Advent and
Christmas. Lay Witness (December 1998).
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Left is an animated image of the liturgical year
2015-2016 according to the Roman Catholic rite.
It's called "liturgical year" or "Christian Year" at
the time ranging from the first Sunday of Advent
and the last week in Ordinary Time during which
the Church celebrates the whole mystery of Christ
from his birth to his second coming. One can say
that the liturgical year consists of two times: strong
times and ordinary time. The strong times are.
Advent, Christmas, Lent and Easter. during which
a particular mystery of salvation is celebrated.
Ordinary Time. in turn. does not hold any
particular mystery. but rather the same mystery of
Christ in its fullness. especially on Sundays.
Ordinary Time is divided into two parts throughout
the liturgical year and in total lasts 33 or 34 weeks.
Note that in the image the corresponding date of 1- 12-2015 has been highlighted.
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The Gospels for the Sundays in December are taken from St. Luke and are from Year C.
Cycle 1 of the readings.

December 6th - 2nd Sunday in Advent The Gospel 1s about St. John the
Baptist proclaiming repentance.

December 13th -3rd Sunday in AdventThe crowds question St. John the
Baptist asking him who he 1s.

December 20th - 4th Sunday in Advent In this Gospel Mary visits
St. Elizabeth.

December 27th - Holy Family  In this Gospel Jesus 1s found in the
temple sitting with the teachers answering their questions.

The liturgy of Advent focuses on remembering Christ's first coming at Bethlehem
which then directs our mind to Christ's Second Coming

at the end of time. The readings focus on the people of Tre .
the Old Testament awaiting the Messiah. John the lmmacU\At?/ C{XE&P“O“
Baptist. heralding the way for Christ and the Blessed &3&9"53"'- -ii&a%
Virgin Mary and her maternal preparations. 3 5 —~ i
. 3 @
December 8th is the Feast of s v

The Immaculate Conception

The Immaculate Conception. according to the teaching
of the Catholic Church. was the conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary in the womb of her mother, Saint
Anne, free from original sin by virtue of the foreseen
merits of her son Jesus Christ

It’s important to understand what the doctrine of the
Immaculate Conception is and what it is not. Some

people think the term refers to Christ’s conception in Vlrglﬂ MBW
Mary’s womb without the intervention of a human RS
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father: but that is the Virgin Birth. Others think the Immaculate Conception means Mary
was conceived "by the power of the Holy Spirit." in the way Jesus was, but that, too. is
incorrect. The Immaculate Conception means that Mary. whose conception was brought
about the normal way. was conceived without original sin or its stain—that’s what
"immaculate" means: without stain. The essence of original sin consists in the deprivation
of sanctifying grace. and its stain is a corrupt nature. Mary was preserved from these
defects by God’s grace: from the first instant of her existence she was in the state of
sanctifying grace and was free from the
corrupt nature original sin brings.
When discussing the Immaculate
Conception. an implicit reference may
be found in the angel’s greeting to Mary.
The angel Gabriel said, "Hail, full of
grace, the Lord is with you" (Luke
1:28). The phrase "full of grace" is a
translation of the Greek
word kecharitomene. |t therefore
expresses a characteristic quality of Mary. The traditional translation, "full of grace." is
better than the one found in many recent versions of the New Testament, which give
something along the lines of "highly favored daughter." Mary was indeed a highly favored
daughter of God. but the Greek implies more than that (and it never mentions the word for
"daughter"). The grace given to Mary is at once permanent and of a unique kind.
Kecharitomene 1s a perfect passive participle of charitoo, meaning "to fill or endow with
grace." Since this term is in the perfect tense, it indicates that Mary was graced in the past
but with continuing effects in the present. So. the grace Mary enjoyed was not a result of
the angel’s visit. In fact. Catholics hold. it extended over the whole of her life. from
conception onward. She was in a state of sanctifying grace from the first moment of her
existence..

The Schoenstatt Family recalls
"The Miracle of the Holy Night"

"The chains have fallen! Let a song of
thanksgiving jubilantly resound to heaven
from all within Schoenstatt’s holy halls." as
we recall the afternoon of December 24™
1965, when Father Kentenich entered his
Original Shrine . "Fifty years ago he
returned to Schoenstatt and he entered the
Original Shrine as a free man..."after 14
years of exile. "Dwing all those years he never
doubted that he would return to his
Schoenstatt' In a talk given by Father Gunther Boll we are reminded of the events of
the 24th December 1965 It is the place from which Father departed on the 22°* of October
1951. "This time the separation will not be as long as the last time", Father had
manifested to the faithful, with whom he had celebrated the last Holy Mass before saying
farewell to Schoenstatt. Nobody could imagine that it would be longer than the 3 yvears of
Dachau, that it would be a separation that would last 14 vears. It was not only an
external separation. added Father Boll. There were ill fated predictions about him and his
work: He will never return, they said. And many times the black clouds seemed to
announce the waning of his work..




Explaining his decision to call for a Jubilee Year, the Pope said:

- The world needs to discover that God is the Father. that there is

* mercy. that cruelty is not the way. that condemnation is not the

~ way. because it is the Church herself who at times takes a hard

line. and falls into the temptation to follow a hard line and to

underline moral rules only: many people are excluded. Everyone

needs mercy. the Pope said. Reflecting on his own failings. he

. disclosed: “T still make mistakes and commit sins, and I confess

. every fifteen or twenty days.” The Jubilee Year might help the
faithful to recognize “the maternal dimension of God.” the Pope

observed. He explained that he was speaking of “the tenderness. typical of a mother, God's

tenderness that comes from his innate paternity. God is both father and mother.”

Christmas Challenge for the Children( and maybe yvourself)

Test your children's biblical knowledge and enhance your own with
this challenging quiz! The answers are all to be found in the Bible in
Matthew's Gospel chapters 1 and 2. Or in Luke's Gospel chapter 1
and chapter 2 verses 1 to 40. DIRECTIONS 1. In Matthew's Gospel
how many generations are recorded between Abraham and the
Messiah? 2. How many gifts did the Wise Men bring to Jesus? 3. In
the accounts of Jesus' birth how many visits from angels are there? 4.
How many months did Mary stay with her cousin Elizabeth while
they were both pregnant? 5. How old was Anna the prophetess? 6.
How many months had Elizabeth been pregnant when the angel appeared to Mary? 7. How
many different names are given to Jesus in these passages? 8. How many times do angels
say Do not be afraid'? 9. How many prophecies are quoted from the Old Testament in the
Matthew passages? 10. How many days old was Jesus when he was circumcised and given
his name? Answers 1: 42 2: 3 3: 64: 3 5: 84 6: 6 7: 12 (Immanuel. Jesus, Messiah. King of
the Jews, Christ, Son of David, Son of Abraham. Son of the Most High. Son of God. Lord.
Saviour, Nazarene). 8: 4 9: 5 10: 8 8 Activity Source:
Feasting for Festivals by Jan Wilson. Lion Publishing
Corporation. Batavia, Illinois, 1990

The Nativity scene: This is the event in which the entire
family shares setting up the Christmas manger. Mary and
Joseph should be far off traveling and their approach to
Bethlehem can be adjusted daily. Older children can make
life-size Nativity models. carve them. cut them out from
cardboard, or set up pre-made figurines. The creative ideas
are without limit. Make sure to place the Nativity scene where many can admire the
childrens efforts to give God glory.

The empty manger: Each child may have his own individual manger. or there may be
one manger for the whole family. The idea is that when acts of service, sacrifice, or
kindness are done in honor of Baby Jesus as a birthday present. the child receives a piece
of straw to put into the manger. Then, on Christmas morning, Baby Jesus is placed in the
manger. Encourage your children to make Jesus bed as comfortable as possible through
their good deeds. In the process. explain Christs incomparable self-gift at Christmas and
Easter that enables us to be part of Gods family.






