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LITURGICAL FOCUS

The month of March is dedicated to St.

Joseph.The first five days fall during the

liturgical season known as Ordinary

Time which is represented by the liturgical

colour green.

Green, the symbol of hope, is the colour of the

sprouting seed and arouses in the faithful the

hope of reaping the eternal harvest of heaven,

especially the hope of a glorious resurrection.

The remainder of the month falls during the

M liturgical season of Lent which is represented
o by the liturgical colour purple — a symbol of

penance, mortification and the sorrow of a contrite heart.

The Holy Father’s Intentions for the Month of March @

Recognition of the Right of Christian

Communities: That Christian communities, especially

those who are persecuted, feel that they are close to oy = o5
Christ and have their rights respected. ’

Highlights of the Month As we continue our journey "up to
Jerusalem" during the month of March, three prominent ideas are
proposed for our contemplation by the liturgy of Lent: the Passion
and Resurrection of Christ, baptism, and penance.

The Solemnity of St. Joseph is a special landmark
this month in which we will celebrate the great honour
bestowed upon the foster father of Jesus. And if you
are Irish (who isn't), St. Patrick's feast is another
cause for a joyful celebration. The feast of the
Annunciation is celebrated on March 25. Page 2




The saints that we will focus on this month and try to imitate are St.
Casimir (March 4), Sts. Perpetua and Felicity (March 7), St. John of
God (March 8), St. Frances of Rome (March 9), St. Patrick (March
17), St. Cyril of Jerusalem (March 18), St. Joseph (March 19) and St.
Toribio de Mogrovejo (March 23).The feast of St. Katharine

Drexel (March 3), is superseded by the Sunday liturgy.

The Gospel readings for March are taken from St. Luke. All are

from Year C, Cycle 1.

March 3rd - 8th Sun-
day in Ordinary Time

Jesus says, "A good tree does not bear
rotten fruit, nor does a rotten tree bear
good fruit."

March 10th - 1st Sun-
day of Lent

Jesus is led into the desert and tempt-
ed by Satan.

March 17th - 2nd Sun-
day of Lent

This Gospel relates the Transfiguration
of Jesus.

March 24th - 3rd Sun-
day of Lent

Jesus tells the story of the barren fig
tree.

March 31st - 4th Sun-
day of Lent

This Gospel recounts the parable of the
Prodigal Son.

A Time of Penance and Promise The Church'’s vibrant new life has
been obscured, by the austerity of the penitential season of Lent. But
that life is indisputable, and it will burgeon forth on Easter as Christ
coming forth from his tomb! During this month we will continue our
journey to the cross with our acts of penitence. Page 3



We will reflect on our mortality ("Remember man thou art dust") and
the shortness of life ("and to dust thou
shall return”). We will heed the call,
"Now is the acceptable time, now is
“the day of salvation (2 Corinthians
6:2)." Just like Our Lord's earthly life
every moment of our lives is leading
up to the last moment—when for
eternity we will either go to God or
suffer the fires of hell. During this
month we will go from the suffering of PW 7'?@.7,
Good Friday to the joy of Easter

Sunday. We will trade the purple of penance for the white of victory
and resurrection. The feast of the Annunciation, normally celebrated on
March 25, has been transferred to April 4 since it falls on Good Friday.
Let us not tire of doing our good works and penance, but continue with
the enthusiasm of the catechumens on their way to Easter and Baptism.
May our Lenten observance be a joyful journey — and not a forced
march.

As the weeks of Lent progress let us not tire
of doing our good works and penance, but
continue with the enthusiasm of the

il catechumens on their way to Easter and
Baptism. May our Lenten observance be a
joyful journey — and not a forced march.

She turned round and saw Jesus standing,

W but she did not know that it was Jesus.

il Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you

y weeping? Whom do you seek?"

Supposing him to be the gardener, she said
to him,

Sir, if you have carried him away, Page 4




tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.”
Jesus said to her, "Mary."

She turned and said to him in Hebrew, "Rabboni!" (which means
Teacher).

Jesus said to her, "Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended
to the Father,

but go to my brothers and say to them,

Tam ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your
God."

Gospel of John 20:14-17

Go to Joseph

“This patronage must be invoked as ever necessary for the Church, not
only as a defence against all dangers, but also, and indeed primarily, as
an impetus for her renewed commitment to evangelization in the

world and to re-evangelization,” wrote St. John Paul Il in Redemptoris
Custos (Guardian of the Redeemer). John Paul II further said, “Because
St. Joseph is the protector of the Church, he is the guardian of the
Eucharist and the Christian family. Therefore, we must turn to St.
Joseph today to ward off attacks upon the real presence of Christ in
the Eucharist and upon the family. We must plead with St. Joseph to
guard the Eucharistic Lord and the Christian family during this time of
peril.” Page 5



YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULTS

JANUARY 27 RETREAT DAY FOR YOUNG WOMEN
The retreat day with the theme — Show Us The Father — had the
purpose of helping young women understand the relationship

SCHOENSTATT AUSTRALIA

between fathers and daughters and how this can influence our image
of God the Father. Several young women who had previously attended
a Grace & Silence Retreat Day in 2018, where they immersed
themselves in a day of silence, were pleasantly surprised to attend a
day where talking was encouraged. With ten young women, we
unpacked the theme by viewing a documentary followed by a talk with
an interactive workshop and concluding with a time of personal prayer
and reflection in the Shrine. The young women gained much personal
insight from the day. As one young woman expressed: ‘Thank you! The
topic was thoroughly looked at from our Catholic faith.” Another said: ‘I
leave from here with a new understanding of the role of fatherhood
and a desire to begin the healing journey towards a deeper
relationship with God the Father." And a few young women wanted to
recommend the coming retreat for young men to their brothers and
boyfriends.
FEBRUARY 17 RETREAT DAY FOR YOUNG MEN
[[J]]] The retreat day with the same theme for
il/f|young women saw eighteen young men
Bdl il register for the event, including members
g from the CYM Team a brother and two
M boyfriends from the young women who
attended in January. One of the young
men is in the RCIA program to become a
Catholic this Easter and another will enrol
in RCIA next year. Page 6







